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know of no book which presents in so available a form the history and 
present status of this whole subject, as the book now before us. The 
decisions of the United States Supreme Court are of course the basis for 
such a treatise, and they have been carefully studied and well presented. The 
recent startling innovations in constitutional interpretation growing out of 
our Spanish War are discussed with vigor and impartiality in their various 
phases, the development of this branch of constitutional law being carried 
down through the case of Gonzales v. Williams, decided last year. In the 
present period of stress and strain, both domestic and international, into 
which recent events have carried us, such a book as this is particularly oppor- 
tune, and a reading of it will do much to make clear the real significance of 
present national problems. Edson R. Sunderland. 



Handbook of the Law op Public Corporations. By Henry H. Ingersoll, 
Dean of the University of Tennessee School of Law. St. Paul : West 
Publishing Company, 1904. pp. xvii, 738. 
Judge Ingersoll has perhaps been as successful as it is possible to be, in 
his effort to treat in such small compass of subjects as important as those 
covered by the title "Public Corporations." He has followed the orthodox 
classification of public corporations into quasi, municipal and quasi public 
corporations. This is, of couse, a field so large and one bristling with so 
many unsettled problems, that one could not hope to cover it exhaustively 
in a book of seven hundred pages. And so we find that Judge Ingersoll has 
not endeavored to trace the history of his subject nor to discuss many of the 
legal problems concerning it which have grown out of very recent conditions. 
For example, but one page (p. 608) is given to the question of municipal 
ownership, a problem which seems likely to become, if it is not already, the 
burning issue in municipal life. But the book should be estimated by the 
degree of success with which it serves the functions for which it was 
designed. It is not an original contribution to the literature of the subject, 
for it follows rather closely the treatment of the same subject by Judge 
Dillon and others, nor has it to any extent developed the field, for the author 
has made little use of recent case material, but it is a careful and concise 
statement of the elements of its field of law as developed in earlier works, 
which merits commendation and which should prove distinctly useful as a 
text-book for use in schools in which these topics are treated by text in one 
course. Perhaps a just criticism of the book is that comparatively few recent 
cases are cited. As an example of insufficient treatment in this respect may 
be mentioned the subject of the effect of recitals in municipal bonds, which 
are unauthorized or otherwise defective, upon the validity of such bonds in 
the hands of innocent purchasers. This is an important and much discussed 
topic, but Judge Ingersoll, in his treatment of it, has cited no case decided 
within the last fifteen years, and the latest United States Supreme Court 
case cited by him on this point is Dixon County v. Field, m U. S. 83, decided 
in 1884, thus entirely overlooking the important case of Watte v. Santa Cruz, 
184 U. S. 302, in which the whole question is exhaustively discussed and put 
at rest so far as our highest court is concerned. Notwithstanding these 
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defects, the book contains a statement of the law on the subject in more 
concise form than is to be found in any other -work of the same scope; and 
besides its value as a book for students, it should be distinctly useful to 
practitioners, citing as it does more than 6300 cases. Leading cases are cited 
in large type, and as the selection seems to be a discriminating one, that 
feature adds to the book's usefulness. Henry M. Bates. 



Street Railway Reports, Annotated. Edited by Frank P. Gilbert. Albany : 
Matthew Bender, 1904. Vol. II, pp. xix, 1051. 

In this second volume, a number of faults that were pointed out in this 
Review (III, p. 171) .upon the appearance of the first of these reports have 
been corrected. Now, the citation to the official reports is given where avail- 
able. The index has been condensed and the references increased and 
improved. However, cross-references like "etc.," as under the head of 
Negligence, are not very definite and should be omitted. Some other changes 
for the better can also be noticed. 

This volume contains more cases than the last one, and the notes are more 
full and complete. The principal annotations are: Fellow Servant Rule as 
Applied to Street Railways, Eminent Domain by Street Railways, Imputed 
Negligence, Municipal Control of Street Railways, What Deemed Street 
Railways, Horses Frightened by Negligent Operation of Street Car, Opinion 
Evidence as to Speed, Street Car Transfers, Aged, Infirm and Helpless Pas- 
sengers, Injury to Alighting Passengers. A feature of these, lacking in other 
annotated reports, is the citation of text-books, so that not only the opinions 
of courts are presented, but also the labor of specialists. It would be well 
when adducing the authority of treatises to give the edition when they have 
run through more than one. So on p. 394 the quotation from Shearman and 
Redfield cannot be found in the third edition of their work on Negligence, 
but is in the fifth edition. The notes are exhaustive in regard to street rail- 
way decisions, and should be of value to those engaged in that kind of 
litigation. Gustav Stein. 



The United States and the States Under the Constitution. By C. Stuart 
Patterson. Second Edition. With Notes and References to Addi- 
tional Authorities by Robert P. Reeder. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. 
Johnson & Co., 1904. pp. xli, 347. 
In absence of a larger preface than a mere note of acknowledgment, we 
must look elsewhere for the purpose of the book. It would appear from the 
title and from the opening paragraphs that an attempt has been made to define 
and limit the powers of the United States as against the states, and vice versa. 
As stated in the preface to the first edition of this work in 1888, then called 
Federal Restraints — omitted in this revision for some unknown reason — the 
object is to show "what the relations of the United States and the states are 
under the Constitution, as judicially construed by the court of last resort." 
The author has restricted himself to the decisions of the United States 
Supreme Court, and even to illustrate certain points has (so far as may be 
noticed) only twice cited opinions from state tribunals (pp. 125, 131). This 



